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INTRODUCTION
• Informality is a generic term that refers to
unregulated activities or practices (BAD 2016,
Bennafla 2015). This term was coined in reference
to the regulatory and institutional framework. It
describes the characteristics or conditions of
companies, workers and activities that are beyond
the formal legal and legislative framework of a
country (ADB2016:3). Depending on the case,
informality can be optional or compulsory when
regulations in force constrain some people to
resort to it in order to earn their living, to work, to
find accommodation or to move around
(Bennafla2015).



INTRODUCTION

• Informality exists in all countries, but is more prevalent in
developing countries where generally states are weak and
statistics lower. (BAD2016:3). The specificity of informality
is to escape, entirely or partially, from official records,
measurement and statistics.
• In Burkina Faso, the contribution of the informal sector to

the GDP is 55% (OECD cited by UNDP2020). The informal
sector mobilizes 70% of total non-agricultural employment
and nearly 95% of workers in the urban area of
Ouagadougou (OECD cited by UNDP2020).



INTRODUCTION
• Talk about « Informality and COVID-19 » in Burkina Faso

needs to know few about this country
• Burkina Faso is a sahelian country with a surface area of

274,200 sq. km and an estimated population of more than
20,244,080 inhabitants in 2018 (INDS2010). It is bordered to
the north by Mali, to the south by Ghana and Togo, to the
east by Niger, to the south-east by Benin, and to the south-
west by Côte d'Ivoire. Since 2016, the country has been
faced with widespread insecurity, which is particularly
acute in the so-called tri-border regions of Burkina Faso,
Mali and Niger.
• From Continuous Multisectoral Survey(2014), 40.1% of

Burkinabe live below the poverty line.





INTRODUCTION
• . So, before COVID-19, Burkina Faso population were facing

challenges related to poverty and insecurity.
• COVID-19, is an infectious disease caused by a coronavirus,

a type of virus, that usually causes fever, tiredness, cough.
It also cause breathing problems (dictionary.cambridge.org)
• By touching all countries in the world, this infectious

disease become a pandemy today.
• COVID-19 begins in Burkina Faso on 9th March 2020
• That is why, we are going to understand, these following

points together:



1.1. Quantitatives data
1. COVID – 19 in the context of Burkina Faso
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1.1. Quantitatives data

COVID – 19 in Burkina Faso : Case  per  region from 9th March to 15th September 2020
Health regions Cumulative case Accumulated  Death Active cases

Boucle du Mouhoun 34 0 03

Cascades 15 01 05

Centre 1123 46 207

Centre - Est 01 00 01

Centre Nord 03 00 00

Centre - Ouest 00 00 00

Centre - Sud 28 00 02

Est 07 00 00

Hauts - Bassins 448 09 301

Nord 01 00 01

Plateau Central 09 00 00

Sahel 29 00 06

Sud - Ouest 50 00 04

Total 1748 56 530

Source : SitRep COVID-19 N° 201, 16th September 2020, Health  Ministry of Burkina Faso



1.1. Quantitatives data

• There 13 Health regions in Burkina Faso.
• 12 Health regions are concerned by COVID-19 (Bicaba, 21st

September 2020)
• From 9th March to 16th September 2020, cumulative case

in Burkina Faso are 1748, Accumulated Death are 56
(3,20%) and Active cases are 530 (30,32%).



1.2. Qualitatives data

1.2.1. Local names of COVID-19
- Zaomasga: « Sit on cold », Cold malaria
- Fonsre (North region): Lung disease
- Fons muka (Center region): Silent lung disease. It means a

lung diseas which does’nt hear.
• Finaly, three names are found to call COVID-19 in Burkina

Faso.
• Non limdi: mouth cover. It is muffler



1.2.2. Local perceptions of COVID-19

• This disease is not true
• Decision makers want money. That is why, they are talking about 

COVID-19
• White people disease: nasa ramba ban’se
• The disease doesn’t want cold water or ice water
• It’s because the disease press lungs, that it concernes  old people 

the most
• If you crushe garlic, put it in the water and drink, you’ll finish with 

COVID-19
• COVID-19 is an invented disease. It is not for us(Africans)
• Etc.



2. Lockdown, Quarantine, Curfew and 
Post – deprivation of liberty
2.1. Lockdown

• Prohibition of public gatherings with more than 50
people;
• Closure of the airports of Ouagadougou and Bobo-
Dioulasso to commercial flights
• Closure of land and rail borders for a period of two weeks
• Immediate suspension of biometric enrolment operations
and the issuance of Burkinabe national identity cards



2.1. Lockdown

• Application of hygiene measures in all public and private
places
•Wearing a muffler has become mandatory from April 27,

2020 throughout the country
• The governor of the Central region decided that from March

26, large and small markets of the districts of his territorial
jurisdiction will be closed
• The mayor of Ouagadougou closed 40 large and small

markets.



2.1. Lockdown: Case of closed stores in the 
market



2.1. Lockdown

• Suspension of rents in the closed markets;
• Suspension of the rights of place occupation in the closed

markets;
• Payment of water and electricity bills in the closed markets;
• Payment of security guards of the closed markets;
• Donation of food to vulnerable people in the closed

markets through their associations;
• Free parking for cabs in the closed markets.



2.2. Quarantine

•Quarantine of all cities with at least one case of
Covid-19
•On March 27, 2020, Ouagadougou and ten other
cities (Bobo-Dioulasso, Boromo, Houndé, Dédougou,
Dano, Kongoussi, Banfora, Sindou, Manga and
Zorgho) with at least one case of coronavirus were
placed in quarantine. Without a special
authorization issued by the administration, no one
may leave or enter these cities



2.3. Curfew

• Imposition of a curfew from 7:00 pm to 5:00 am
throughout the territory, starting March 21,
2020, with an exception for personnel under
obligation



2.3. Curfew: Control 



2.3. Curfew: Control 



2.3. Curfew: Control 



2.3. Curfew: No noise again! The city  breathes 



2.3. Curfew:
•When the city is on control 



Case of urban mess
An Example of Trafic before COVID-19



2.4. Post- deprivation of liberty
• Open day of the biggest market of Ouagadougou: informal actors

prefer work than government food assistance in COVID-19 context.
They are waitting for shops opening



2.4. Post- deprivation of liberty
• Journalists,  Mayor of Ouagadougou(in the center) are in front of 

biggest market for opening



2.4. Post- deprivation of liberty
• From left to right: Mayor and Trade Minister (younger!)cleaning 

their hands to  show the good example to informal actors who don’t 
respect anything in normal time



3. Dynamics in perspective
• In relation to COVID-19, the architectural dynamics of african cities

must now integrate the notion of distancing. To update the old
architectural standards is already a major challenge. (Below, it is an
aerial view of Ouagadougou city).



3. Dynamics in perspective
• Types of infrastructures in the markets: Individual and

Collective infrastructures
• Individual infrastructures: Stores and Sales sheds
• Stores: Two types of stores are generally planned according

to the turnover of the merchants. These stores are soldered
from end to end. There are stores with a unit surface area
that will be used only for retail sales (surface area 6 sq. m)
and stores with storage for wholesalers or retailers (surface
= 10 to 12 sq. m).
• Sales sheds: They are generally reserved for sale in open

detail. The unit area is generally 6 sq. m soldered from end
to end.



3. Dynamics in perspective
• Type of individual infrastructure (stores) in a secondary market in

Ouagadougou, named Sankaryaar(without any link with Thomas
Sankara!)



3. Dynamics in perspective
• Collective infrastructures: Halls



3. Dynamics in perspective
• Two types of halls are generally planned according to the

commercial activities
• Fruit and vegetable sales halls with a unit surface area that

can accommodate a hundred saleswomen
• Butcher's halls with a segmented surface area that can

accommodate about thirty butchers
• The stalls at the edges of the streets, of the markets and

even inside the markets (unconventional infrastructures),
pose the problem of the anarchic occupation of the public
domain. They are generally used for various commercial
activities (sale of vegetables, second-hand goods, fruit,
general trade, etc.)



3. Dynamics in perspective
• Butcher's halls



CONCLUSION
• In Burkina Faso, the weight of informality is so heavy for

economic development: 55% of contributions in GDP and it
represents 95% of Ouagadougou city workers. That’s why
they rise their voice, when markets closed to refuse
government food assistance and ask for work. From some
of them, we heard: « We prefer to die by COVID-19 instead
of hunger.»
• The rate of poverty in Burkina Faso (40,1%) is so high, that

we can uderstand their cry.
• Informal actors catch the opportunity of COVID-19 to show

the importance of their daily incomes as a power
•Most of them live in informal habitat. It is another

challenge that to be solved.



CONCLUSION

• The specific context of COVID-19 is also a new way to
question our citizenship. It is very necessary for african
cities to respect planning tools. Hygiene measures, which
mean muffler(« non limdi ») wearing and hand cleaning
regularly in public and private mean: No city cannot live in
dirt again like major african cities before COVID-19. Urban
projects should be promoted to make life better in african
cities.
• As african countries and cities face the same challenges, it

will be good for them to built join programs for urban
development.



CONCLUSION
• COVID-19 already change our way of living. Our daily life is also

change. It is a new dynamics we should follow for ever. Architects
and urban planners should review their standards as we already
said
• Our way of thinking, of consider projects and programs of

sustanable development is going to change also
• COVID-19 come and remind all of us that time is up to face another

hard challenge which is the following one: HOW RESEARCHERS AND
DECISION MAKERS CAN WORK TOGETHER AND FIND SUSTANABLE
SOLUTIONS TO CITIES AND COUNTRIES DEVELOPMENT?
• COVID-19 is a disease, so a bad thing for human being. But my hope

is that: FROM this negative situation, we, African researchers, find a
Nice opportunity to bring a positive thinking for Africa Take off.



END

Thank you for your kind attention!


