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08:00-08:45

08:45-10:00

10:00-10:55

11:00-11:30

11:30-12:30

12:30-13:30

13:30-14:30

14:30-15:30

15:30-16:30

16:30-17:00

17:00-18:00

18:00-20:00

Registration 

Welcome and plenary

Provocation session 1

Tea

Provocation session 2

Provocation session 3

Lunch

Provocation session 4

Provocation session 5

Tea

Closing plenary

Networking cocktail

New Theatre

New Theatre

Refer to your lanyard

New Theatre courtyard

Refer to your lanyard

Refer to your lanyard

New Theatre courtyard

Refer to your lanyard

Refer to your lanyard

New Theatre courtyard

New Theatre

New Theatre courtyard

PROGRAMME

The Integration Syndicate looks forward to welcoming you to the Integration & 
Ideas Festival tomorrow, 26 July 2018 at 08:00, Guga S’Thebe, Washington Street, 
Langa, Cape Town. 

After the plenary session, participants will divide into five groups and move 
through the five provocation exhibition rooms. A facilitator will briefly introduce 
the provocation and then workshop reflections on the idea. 

At the end of the day we will reconvene as a group for a closing discussion before 
enjoying a networking cocktail. 

Included here are overviews of each of the provocations. 

INTEGRATION & IDEAS  
FESTIVAL



 Focus Group 3: Cultural Narratives Focus Group 4: Place making 
through Public Works 

Focus Group 5: Solidarity 
Switchboard 

Focus Group 1: E-Taxi Focus Group 2: Living Differently 



E-TAXI 
A new vision for affordable, safe and integrated public transport

This provocation puts forward the idea of minibus taxis that are enabled with 
smart digital technology to effect the necessary transition towards safe, reliable, 
predictable and flexible mobility. It recognises the value of Minibus Taxis as an 
organic response to the fragmented shape of our city. It envisages recapitalised 
Minibus Taxis fitted with a ride hailing platform like disruptive businesses Lyft 
and Uber. These evolved taxis—E-Taxi for short—would be equipped with GPS, 
seat sensors, speed control, roll bars and safety belts and would operate along 
existing and future designated bus routes in order to increase efficiency and 
safety. The E-Taxi provocation argues that there is no longer a need to invest 
in a new form of public transport, in the form of MyCiti, but rather to redirect 
investment into improving an existing and well used public transport system 
such as the minibus taxi system. In addition to this, in order to further sweat 
the E-Taxi asset, during off peak hours these vehicles could be used for courier 
services as delivery vehicles. The provocation puts forward a short term 5 year 
view, as well as a longer term 10-20 year view of how to recapitalise the existing 
system and vehicles in order to improve the safety, efficiency and reliability of 
this mode of public transport. 
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LIVING DIFFERENTLY 
Placing a moratorium on sprawl  

The Living Differently provocation explores how to place a moratorium on all 
sprawl, especially public housing, for the next 15 to 20 years in Cape Town. The 
idea is to radically intensify land use and create the necessary agglomeration 
and intensity of use to optimise public investments and public spaces, building 
on the new Spatial Development Framework of Cape Town. Practically what 
this means, is that all public housing, from RDP/BNG to social housing, can be 
aggregated in new typologies of public housing in a mixed-use setting. These 
can be built in the existing ambit of public schools and public parks that are 
underutilised and neglected, especially in the suburban areas. It is the only 
mechanism to break the back of class-based residential segregation. The beauty 
of this approach is that not only are we generating greater densities, which is 
important for the viability of public transport and other public infrastructure, 
but it also allows us to activate our schools and other public infrastructures 
through multi-use as nodes of community vibrancy. This provocation confronts 
the middle class with a need to create low cost rental opportunities for domestic 
workers, gardeners, security workers, and other service workers who enable the 
life styles of the middle class. It requires of them to deal with the fact that we 
have to offer living opportunities for these workers within the suburban context, 
and deal with what remains the starkest manifestation of a history of exclusion, 
and exploitation. It also asks of the working class to abandon the desire for free-
standing houses for more intensive forms of living and livelihood. Everyone in 
Cape Town will be challenged by the provocation, creating an opportunity for 
societal learning and adaptation.
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CULTURAL NARRATIVES 
Nurturing the story-telling capacities of Cape Town’s youth  

This provocation seeks to deal with the question of cultural denial, and the 
inability to have meaningful and difficult conversations across generational, racial 
and class lines. All great cities nurture and celebrate robust contestations about 
history, culture, heritage and imaginaries that shape perspectives on the future. 
Cape Town does not. This provocation seeks to nurture this capacity with a focus 
on youth. In lieu of the fact that arts education funding has been largely removed 
from public schooling, the idea is to conceptualise a city-wide schools cultural 
and arts programming agenda that can activate schools, social clubs, youth 
centres, and various spaces where young people aggregate. The provocation 
puts forward a novel method to do this: a movement of Youth (digital) Radio 
Clubs. These programmes would be implemented as after school programmes, 
city-wide. Radio programming demands skills associated with research, creative 
story building, aesthetic reflection, technical proficiency and openness to 
multiple perspectives. The practicalities will be explored in dialogue with the 
Cultural Mapping initiative of the City of Cape Town. This element builds on the 
idea of narratives as this would provide a way to represent stories that matter in 
space for youth across the city. It is our hope that in the process of connecting 
the radio story development and cultural mapping, the participating youth may 
begin to develop refreshed narratives about self, about their communities and 
what it is that makes Cape Town such a unique puzzle.
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PLACEMAKING THROUGH  
PUBLIC WORKS 
Connecting work experience with enhancing safety, sustainability and public life 
in deprived areas

This provocation returns to the question of work as it tries to optimise existing 
investments in public works programmes to dramatically improve the impact 
and the efficacy of these programmes so that a much higher quality of place 
making, particularly in “townships” and informal settlements, can be achieved. 
The idea is that a place-making methodological framework will be designed, 
within which various Public Works Programmes will be expected to operate. This 
framework will be focussed on achieving place-making through: alternative ap-
proaches to safety and security; cultural production especially in relation to Early 
Childhood Development (ECD) infrastructures; the promotion of diversified 
informal trade; the promotion of skills development; and the expansion of green 
infrastructure to enhance the physical beauty and psychic health of neglected 
neighbourhoods. Within this framework there is a unique opportunity to address 
the precarious condition that informal ECD centres operate under. This focus 
represents an opportunity for Cape Town to come together as a city across our 
many fissures to build a system that can transform the lives of our most import-
ant citizens. By building on innovative initiatives across South Africa and in Cape 
Town, this provocation seeks to promote the growth of a city-wide movement to 
transform makeshift ECDs into places of laughter, exploration, care and love.
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SOLIDARITY SWITCHBOARD
Building digital literacy hubs to connect needs and resources

This provocation addresses the imperatives of the so-called fourth industrial 
revolution but from the perspective and needs of the most marginalised 
communities in Cape Town. It is focussed on addressing the mismatch between 
need, resources and skills within the Cape Town economy. The first element 
of the provocation is to proliferate digital hubs that offer ICT training, services, 
safe gaming spaces, recording facilities, linked with DIY maker labs, but driven 
by community needs and priorities. Our thinking is inspired by the practice of 
R-Labs and the iCan Centre in Elsies River. Practically, these hubs offer a place 
for unemployed youth and learners to gather to learn software packages, 
coding, gaming, entrepreneurship, cultural production (e.g. recording and 
mixing music), and so much more. It opens then up to the new possibilities 
of the digital economy and the power of digital tools to potentially transform 
their communities. Once these hubs are in place, even in embryonic forms, it 
becomes possible to activate the second element, the “Solidarity Switchboard”.  
Cape Town is endowed with remarkable human resources across all 
communities, and we like to believe, a culture of generosity and exchange that 
has been suppressed. By providing a tangible nodes—the digital hubs—where 
needs and resources can be brought together, a match-making switchboard can 
be built over time. This can operate at the neighbourhood level, but can also be 
extended to the city as a whole. In time, the vast networks of religious solidarity, 
of sport engagement, of cultural interest, whether it is in choral music or in other 
forms of cultural expression, will be activated to begin to cross so many of what 
seems impervious divides in the city.
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